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Synopsis 

 

Lightning Rods is a modern adventure following a nine-year old’s journey to 

survive and fulfill his dying father’s instructions. Susho is alone in a ravaged 

terrain, tinned provisions the only concrete possessions he has to cling to as he 

sets out on a crusade to reach the highest point of their island. That is where 

his father promised salvation. The journey is fraught with adventure, a range of 

devious stragglers, danger, and self-discovery. Tempted by violence and 

aggression, he falls into a spiral of lethargic despair until the love and care of 

another orphan rescue him from self-pity and forces him to mature and regain 

the confidence necessary to fulfil his goal and his father’s last request. 

 

Susho lights the match and watches his father burst into flame. His father left 

clear instructions. Susho gathers his provisions, a string of tins, and drags them 

slowly behind as he sets out on his quest. He refuses to look back or remember 

his loss. His father told him to reach the high ground, to aim for the Volcano, 

and climb to the top. His father urged him forward, but now, alone, Susho has 

to keep himself on track. He wipes aside his memories and focuses on his 

mission. 

Slowly he begins his journey across the devastated landscape but he is not 

alone. He is spied upon, then befriended by two shadowy figures. When a 

tsunami threatens, a larger than life old sailor appears with a rickety boat to 

take them on the next step of the voyage. Susho doesn’t trust any of them but 

knows he cannot survive without their help. He struggles to use them rather 

than be abused. Stubbornly, he insists they follow his plan and help him find a 

route to the highest point of the Island, to the centre of the Volcano. Too 

engulfed in his own obsession, he doesn’t wonder why they comply and help 

him on his way. 
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The ragged group survives numerous perils, from savage Pygmies to a wild 

rambling witch prophesising a Saviour and the end of the world. With every 

new adventure, Susho gains confidence. He learns how to shoot and behave 

like a man. Violence begins to replace loneliness and numb childhood 

memories. The group is scattered by a sudden storm. Alone and desperate, he 

is saved, taken in, and proclaimed a God by a tribe of orphaned children who 

prove to be viciously single-minded in their own savage fight for survival. Lulled 

by adulteration, he washes away memories of happiness in a sea of blood.  

Susho has become hardened and distant, his father’s instructions hidden away 

and forgotten until Marlene appears. She too is orphaned, having miraculously 

survived a plane blown apart in a firestorm. Susho is worshipped as King of 

Cannibals but she sees he is emotionally drained, dumbed to the pointless 

violence all around, ashamed. As a mother first, then a lover, she takes him 

under her wing and coaxes him back to humanity. 

The savage children are intent on one thing only, building gigantic scrap effigies 

of herself and Susho. Marlene knows they have to escape. When she is killed by 

the children, left hanging like an earring from her own effigy, Susho is goaded 

into action. Blood boiling, ashamed of his reclusiveness, he regains his sense of 

purpose and starts out on the final stages of his journey.   

His family, memories, emotions, and responsibilities return as Susho begins the 

final ascent. Susho reaches the volcano crater. Amid Sulphur and the heat of 

pent up explosions, he finally completes his father’s instructions. Head buzzing, 

Susho realises he is a beacon, his father’s secret mission. The burning in his 

brain is a signal, sending out emissions that will bring him safe conduct and 

save what is left of the world below. As the missiles swarm into sight he knows 

he is finally going home, that a terrible beauty is born. 

 

 


